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October/November 2016  Sidebar 
 

Forgiveness is abandoning all hope of a better past. 
 

The professor was lecturing on the spiritual importance of “…forgiving as Je-
sus forgave when he said, ‘Father forgive them for they do not know what 
they are doing’.”  (Luke 23:34)  A black pastor of a Baptist congregation 
raised his hand and challenged the professor’s statement.   
 
“Excuse me” the pastor said, “what would happen if Jesus, near death offered forgiveness and 
was then removed from the cross?  Let’s say the guards allowed him to rest and regain some 
sensibility, not releasing him but keeping him locked up.  Then they take him out again and 
crucify him and they do this over and over again.  Do you think Jesus would be willing to for-
give?  Forgiveness is easier when you know you are dying.  The story of the Black Man in this 
nation is one of promises broken and repression and suffering continue; so how am I supposed 
to forgive when nothing changes?” 
 
Recently I heard on a news report the call of a politician for forgiveness saying, “We are all hu-
man and make mistakes, we all have a history.  I am a Christian and I am called to follow the 
forgiveness God gave us through Jesus Christ.”  This was followed by applause and cheering by 
the listeners.  This is in the category of the bumper sticker that reads:  Christians aren’t 
perfect - just forgiven.   
 
There is a Christian belief that emerges from the Asian Christian Theology of “Han” which, in a 
Reader’s Digest version is this:  True forgiveness isn’t possible if the sinner continues to be-
have as in the past.  The sinner has to acknowledge and recognize and feel the pain and loss of 
the victim.  A true apology and a real atonement is asking for forgiveness for a sin committed 
and promising that it will not happen again.  (The Wounded Heart of God by Andrew Sung 
Park)  The acknowledgement must be sincere and the making of restitution as well as invest-
ing in reconciliation.  There must be compassionate identification with the victim. 
 
The word “atonement” means “to be at-one-with” to suffer as the other has suffered.  This 
moves us from viewing others as “it” (a thing/object) to a “thou” (we are alike).  The sin hurts 
the sinner as well as the sinned against.  When we pray, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors” that is a limitation to our willingness to forgive as well as an expansive inclusive-
ness of grace.  The more you forgive the more you will be forgiven.   
 
Our religious faith is intended to move us in the direction of contemplative reflection and hu-
mility not an arrogance that we are somehow “better than” because we are forgiven.   That type 
of accepting ‘forgiveness’ is shallow and nothing really changes.  In real forgiveness there is 
contrition - a state of feeling sorrow and regret and making the decision to change. 
 
The thoughts from my backyard. 
 
Love, 
Dr. J



 

2 

Dear Friends, 

‘Tis the season to be thankful! And we sure do have a lot to be thankful for! We live in a 

country where we are free and can go through our days without fear. We live in a state where we 

have mountains, the ocean, forests and lakes. We live in a town that is blessed with a rural life while 

being close to a city, the best of both worlds. We live… well, that is it. We LIVE. We are alive this 

very day. God granted us another day where we woke up and were able to greet the warm sun.  This is a blessing that 

many do have this day.   

How many of us take a moment to thank God for the gift of life? Or for the blessing of a new day?  I know 

that I am guilty of not thanking God for this very often.  What if when we woke up this day, we only had what we 

gave thanks to God for the day before?  What would we have? It’s a very powerful thought that makes one realize 

just how much we take for granted each day.   

I know that some would say, but yesterday was a TERRIBLE day. It was just the worst. Whether it be the 

loss of a favorite necklace, the loss of a job, the loss of a relationship, or something else, we can always find some-

thing to give God thanks for in that day.  I read a quote recently that I think says it all, “There is always, always, AL-

WAYS something to be thankful for.” And honestly, sometimes at the end of the day, when you say your prayers, 

the only thing you can honestly say “thank you” for is waking up. But that is enough.   

I invite each of you before going to bed, to reflect on your day and thank God for three things that happened 

that day.  Some days you may be only able to think of one thing, but try nonetheless. You will find that over time, 

throughout your days, you will start looking for the joys in the day which you can lift up to God in thanksgiving.  I 

promise that joy will fill your life as the more often you do this.  A person once said, “It is not happy people who are 

thankful, but thankful people who are happy.”  This is similar to Psalm 84:4, “Happy are those who live in Your 

house, ever singing Your praise.”  When we give praise and thanksgiving to God we cannot help but delight in the 

joy that comes from knowing God’s love and care for us.   

Tonight, I will be thanking God for you, this wonderful congregation, whom I have been blessed to serve 

over the past two years. Thank you for bringing joy to my day. 

Grace and peace, Pastor Sarah 

SAVE THE DATE 

Happy 208th Birthday!!! 

Help us celebrate First Congregational Church’s 208th birthday on Sunday, January 22, 2017.  There will be a 
very special guest, David Bacon, at the 10 am Worship service and a delicious luncheon for all.   

You are invited.  Please plan to attend.  More information to follow. 
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WHAT’S NEW FROM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL? 

• The next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 1, due to the election on November 8. 
• Articles for The Herald will need to be in to Cathie in the office by 9 a.m. on the Thursday following the Execu-

tive Council, except in November.  They will be due in November on the 10th. 
• The Stewardship Board is beginning the fall campaign, and pledge Sunday will be November 13. 
• The Personnel Policies and Practices manual is being updated. 
• The Christmas Concert will be held during worship on December 4. 
• The children’s Christmas Pageant will be on December 18 after worship. 
• Pastor Sarah’s last day with us will be December 18. 
• The Transition Team has finished its work and reported to the Sr. Pastor Search Committee with its findings. 
• A small celebration will be held for the completion of the roof project. 
• The Budget Committee (consisting of all Board chairs) will meet for the first time on Tuesday, October 18 at 7 

p.m. 
If you have any questions about these items, please see me or Tim Burns, Vice Moderator. 
Ginny Collins, Moderator 

NEW STAFF MEMBER    

We welcome our new Communications Coordinator, Cathie Lojkovic! 

Cathie will be preparing ‘The Herald Newsletter” each month, answering phones, and supporting many different admin-
istrative jobs in this active church.   Cathie’s church e-mail address is cathiefcc@gmail.com   Cathie’s typical schedule 
will be Mondays and Thursdays from 9 am-4 pm , beginning in November. 

Cathie Lojkovic graduated from Muskingum University with majors in Accounting and Business.   
She lives in Uniontown with her husband, Chris and their 3 young sons, Pierce, Greyson and Ryker. 

In her spare time she enjoys spending time with family and friends, playing hand bells at her church, reading,  baking 
sugar cookies and remodeling her house. 

Important Date Change 

The November Executive Council and Committee/Board meetings will be held on Tuesday, November 1, because of 

Election Day on November 8. 

Did you miss a sermon or want to go back and hear one again? 

Visit our church’s website:  www.fcctallmadge.org/ 

Click on Worship, located at the lower left side of the page. 

Click on Sermons, just to the right of where you clicked Worship. 

Click on Launch Media Player, located in the middle of the page. 

A new window will open up with sermons from most current to oldest.  Select which sermon you would like to listen 

to then click on the arrow in the black box at the top left to play it. 

You may even click Download Audio if you would like to save it to your own listening device. 

NEWS FROM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL and THE CHURCH OFFICE 
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Stephen Ministry Evening Retreat 

Brothers and sisters in Christ,   

Our family is so very thankful for all your prayers and the beautiful prayer shawls.  We feel your   
prayers and have such comfort and strength.  Please continue this beautiful ministry as it has been a 
big blessing to us.  God Bless you all!          Love in Christ, The Hartman Family 
 

A heartfelt thank you, 
What an exciting and unimaginable retirement celebration. Beginning with the tribute from Dr. John followed by 
Gary Myers, the chancel bells, the chancel choir’s song (with outstanding solos by Dr. John & Pastor Sara), and an 
inspirational sermon,  brought tears of joy.  Your generous gift of the “incredible flowered plant” and the            
accolades as you passed through the line in the reception were heartwarming. The beautifully decorated            
Fellowship Hall and delicious food was wonderful thanks to the lovely ladies of Women’s Fellowship. I will dearly 
miss the exceptional, devoted staff; Dr. John, Pastor Sarah, Beth, Wendy, Steve, Teresa, Nancy Lynn, Denise, Bill, 
Mari-Lyn, Stacy, and the Preschool teachers. I believe God led me to this church and I give Him all the glory for 27 
years of your friendship and love.  Thank you and God Bless, Love, Nancy Beken 

 

Dear Church Friends, 
Thank you for your cards and prayers  during my recent surgery and recovery.   
God Bless you all, Bob Davis 
 

Thank you for the remembrance and gift for Pastor Appreciation month.  I am fortunate to be with you, a           
congregation that expresses its gratitude throughout the year.  We are truly companions in the ministry of Jesus 
Christ.  As one of your pastors you allow me to join you through all the “dangers, toils, and snares” and                  
celebrations of living.  I am blessed! 
John 
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Ted Achimasi 
Paul Arch 
Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Nancy Beken 
Marian & Ed Belisle 
Shirley Braidich  (Ann Carter’s  
Mother) 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Suzanne Creswelll 
Jean  DeWitt 
Nancy Dove 
Esta Eriksen 
Scott Foltz (Treehouse parent) 

Sue Gassaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Eric Grant 
Joann Hartman (Teresa ‘s mom) 
Ray Hartman (Teresa Snyder’s Dad) 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Amy Line (Janet McCauley’s cousin) 
Eva Lowry 
Hannah McConihe 
Ann Minar 
Scott Newcomer 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Wilma Pohly 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s         
Mother) 
Steve Ristich 

Betty Schoffman 
Ken Speicher 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat Zimmerman 
Marcia Zuravel 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Senior Pastor Search Committee 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individuals’ concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing 
it in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call     
    Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Deepest sympathy to Rosemary Richards, Lynn (Biff) Baker, Denise (Jim) Cochran, Diane (Mark) Jackson and 
their families on the loss of husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, George.   George Richards passed 
away on October 2, 2016.  A funeral service was held on October 6, 2016 at FCC.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep  
officiated. 
 
Our sympathy to Gary & Marcia Zuravel and their family on the loss of Gary’s father, John. 
John Zuravel passed away on October 1, 2016. 
 
 

Deepest sympathy to Joan & Joseph Hadley, Cindy Horton, Joseph Hadley V, and Carrie Hadley, on the loss of  
their father and grandfather,  Richard .  Richard Sutton passed away on September 28, 2016.  A memorial      
service was held in Littleton, Colorado on October 15, 2016. 
 
Sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Margaret Bumpas.  Margaret passed away on October 10, 2016.  
A Memorial service was held at First Congregational Church on October 15, 2016.   The Rev. Sarah Courtney  
officiated. 

Condolences: 
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High School Fellowship Schedule 
NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Nov 6– (11:30AM-2:30PM) Rake ‘n Run Potluck and Service Project 

Nov 13- (3:30PM) Broomball 

Nov 20– (11AM-2:30PM) Orthodox Church Fieldtrip with Lunch ($5) 

 Pizza lunch followed by tour of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 

Thank you YOUTH ROOM WORK CREW 

Just a quick thank you to Dianne Drummond on her vision of the remodeling of the youth room.  She    
gathered many helping hands to make it happen but she was the vision and leader at the wheel.  There 
were many hours of fundraising, physical labor, shopping and planning put into the remodel.  Thank you to 
all who helped make it happen. 

 

 

CARING FOR OUR COLLEGE KIDS THROUGH CARE PACKAGES! 

Once again, CE and High School Fellowship will be putting together Care packages 
to mail to our college students living either away or at home.  We want them to 
know that they are still a valued part of our community here and representing our 
church and Christ in their classrooms and internships.   

We will have packages available on November 20th for you to “adopt” and mail to 
the students.  

We are also looking for donations of: 

Please place them in the box in the Atrium, now thru Nov 20th.   
Let’s give them a smile and encouragement during finals week! 

 Snacks 

 Candy 

 Gum 

 Energy/granola bars 

 Quarters 

 Microwave popcorn 

 Individual drink mix 

packets 

 Instant oatmeal 

 Microwavable mac n’ 

cheese 

 Mints 

 Soup packages 

 Starbucks gift cards 

 Fast Food Gift Cards 

 Movie Gift Card 

 Other Gift Card 
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Middle School Fellowship  

Thursdays from 6-7:15 pm in room 101, the youth room 

October 20  Trust 

October 27  No Fellowship 

November 3  Share your gifts 

November 6  (SUNDAY) Rake ‘n Run Potluck @ 11:15- 2:30 

November 10 No Fellowship 

November 13 (SUNDAY) Broom Ball @ KSU @ 3:30-7:30  

November 17 No Fellowship 

We would like to welcome the new 6
th
 graders to our fellowship group with making them part of the team.  

Come play games, build relationships, share friendships and learn how God is in your everyday living.   

 

Breakfast with Santa Tickets 
Breakfast with Santa December 3 
Tickets available on November 6 and 13 in Atrium 
 

 

Pageant Practice 

All children in grades 2-5 are invited to have speaking parts in the annual Christmas pageant.  We begin 
practicing on Tuesday, October 25 from 6-7 pm.  This will be our standard practice time through November.  
If your child is interested in a speaking part, please let Wendy Brown know.  We usually have speaking 
parts, nonspeaking parts and solos.  All children are invited to participate in the Christmas pageant choirs, 
5

th
 grade and younger.  Practices will begin on Sunday’s through November. 

 
Broom Ball, November 13 

Come meet at the church at 3:30 pm, head to Belleria’s for pizza in Kent, then to Kent State for Broom Ball.  
Broom Ball is similar to ice hockey but you play in your tennis shoes and little brooms.  Helmets are re-
quired, if you want to bring your own that is acceptable. Friends are welcome but registration is a MUST!  
Please sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.  Cost is $5 a person. 
 

Family Advent Sunday School 

On Sunday, November 27, we will have a family Advent Sunday School hour.  During the 9:00 hour, we are 
having families work together to create an advent wreath.  We ask that you sign up in the Atrium as a family 
by November 16.  The cost will be $5-8.  Each family will create an advent wreath and then a “count down 
to Christmas” craft.  Each Sunday during advent, the children will then create an Advent devotional to take 
home and do together.  The goal is to bring Advent into the home.  There will be no regular Sunday School 
this day, please bring the family to the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 that morning.   

 

The Sunday School class of 4th & 5th graders are collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
house and personal hygiene samples (travel size shampoo, toothpaste, soap, etc) for the Boys and 
Girls Safe Landing Group Homes.  Containers will be in the atrium.  Thank you! 
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Looking for someone to organize church pictures 

As we cleaned out some closets, we found some great pictures… and some not so great pictures.  The 
church office was looking for someone to organize them into photo books.  It doesn’t have to be crafty just 
put into photo albums.  This is a project that has no time line, just someone willing to take on the project.  
Please see Wendy Brown if interested. 

Rake and Run, November 6 

Everyone invited to help 

Last year we had almost 70 people working this event, let’s see if we can top that!  
Our youth groups, their parents, as well as, Faith and Family Ministry invite every-
one to come work hard and serve others.  We want this to be a family event.  
Please sign up at the welcome center beginning in October.  We will have POT-
LUCK lunch right after church and then head out to do some service work for peo-
ple that need help. 

 

If you would like help raking your yard this fall, please contact Wendy Brown or 
Pastor Sarah Courtney, 330-633-4931.  We will have crews of FCC people helping on November 6. 

Cherub Choir News 
The children did a fantastic job when they sang for you in September.  Thank you to all the parents for helping to 
see that your child is in attendance on Sunday mornings for choir practice.  Our schedule is as follows: 
 October 23  Sing in church 
 November 27  Sing in church 
 December 4  Christmas Celebration during worship 
 December 18  Christmas Pageant 
Most performances are during 10:00 a.m. worship service, with a few exceptions.  More information on the       
Christmas Celebration and the Christmas Pageant will come later.  Elaine Engle and Lisa Foster 

Announcements & Events 

Sunday School 

On Sunday, September 11, we started our Sunday School hour at 9:00 to 9:50 AM. Following Sunday 
School, at 10:00 AM, we offer worship for children and choirs.  If your child doesn’t want to attend choir, 
they can go to worship with you.  Following choir will be children’s worship in the Fellowship Hall for chil-
dren 5

th
 grade and younger. 

Congregators will meet at 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, November 1st.  Lunch is at Parasson’s Restaurant on Darrow 

Road in Stow.  Please call Elaine Engle at 330-633-0896 

YARNING FOR PEACE     
Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, Nov. 14 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon Room.  
Starting in December we will permanently switch from 7:00 in the evening to 1:00 in the 
afternoon continuing on the 2nd Monday of the month.  We hope with this change in time 
more knitters/crocheters will want to attend.  Also this should eliminate any conflicts with 
WNI so you can participate in both activities.                                                                                                     

   Look for more info about our December meeting in the next Herald.   
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The Legacy Club 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC 

Serving Christ and God’s people for 207 Years 
“It’s not the honor you take with you, but the heritage you leave behind.” 

How will you be remembered when your life on this earth is complete?  There are many institutions that will contin-
ue when each of us passes from this temporal existence to the eternal:  Hospitals, Universities, schools; Service Or-
ganizations—Rotary, Lion’s Club, Optimist Club, Kiwanis, etc.  Places of faith—Churches, Seminaries, Missions.  
The list goes on and on. 

First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC has served the people of Tallmadge when this was a frontier com-
munity, a mission station in the Connecticut Western Reserve.  Over the course of time the church was central to the 
city and grew as the city grew and the region expanded.  Currently we serve a membership of 850 made of families 
from the region.  One-half of our current congregation reside in Tallmadge the other half from many communities 
from four counties.  The ministries of our congregation serve not only our own spiritual growth, but the spiritual 
growth of others.  We serve the needs of others in places near—Family Promise, Faithful Servants, Miller Ave. 
Church; and schools in Mali, Africa; a school library in Viet Nam. 

To sustain this work in ministry requires wise stewardship and constant financial gifts from our church members.  
Recently the Investment and Endowment Committee of our church wrote policy and procedures for soliciting gifts 
and receiving and managing those gifts.  We have formed The Legacy Club which is a group of church members and 
friends who have included First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC as one of the beneficiaries in their will 
and estate plan.  With permission those Legacy Club Members the names only will be listed as a way of testimony to 
the leadership of our members.  A percentage of your estate can remain  in perpetuity providing financial security for 
the ministry of this church.  The policy states that only ministry may be funded by endowment gifts unless otherwise 
specified.  The operating budget will continue to be funded by annual gifts, tithes and offerings. 

The Investment & Endowment Committee is inviting you to prayerfully consider joining The Legacy Club - the 
amount of the gift is irrelevant; the intention is sacred.  Your attorney is able to assist you with this decision, or you 
may contact Jack McKee, Chair of the I & E Committee. 

Stewardship Faith Offerings, Update: 

Board of Stewardship 

General Operating Fund Note:  During September, 2016, receipts of $33,422 were $8,644 below the monthly       
expense budget.  Actual expenses for September of $35,413 were $6,653 BELOW BUDGET leaving a deficit for the 
month of $1,991 and a year-to-date surplus of only $3,301.  The year-to-date surplus is largely due to miscellaneous 
“other” income, while Faith Offerings are $20,000 below budget.  Operating expenses are running $24,000 below 
budget, however, this is the time of year when our expenses        
increase.  We remain prayerfully hopeful that faith offerings will  
increase as attendance and activity pick up in the fall and keep pace 
with our monthly operating expenses. 
Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your 
monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular purchases of SCRIP 
cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  
Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-
day and big ticket purchases.  
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News from Family Promise: 

Our hosting week was September 11, with 4 families, 7 adults, 8 children.  The week went well.  We had a couple 
that the wife was 6 months pregnant, and started into labor and was taken to a Cleveland hospital.  She delivered a l 
pound little girl, Lemira Miracle, she is still on oxygen but doing better.  They commute to Cleveland as much as they 
can.  I told Social Action about this and they decided to give the couple a $100.00 gas gift card so it will make it easi-
er for them to go to Cleveland.  What a blessing that will be for them.  Thank you Social Action. 

Our wonderful volunteers for the week were Ken Caldwell, Jim/Leslie Taylor, Susan/Dick Schunk, Mindy/Jon Hill, 
Carol/Jim Dowey, Kiim/Gary Fulton, Tim Burns, Debi Bolt, Marilyn Wade, Yvonne Larson, and Jim and Betty Cot-
trill.  Thanks to Jim/Leslie Taylor who spent two nights and as they did the last time.  God Bless each and everyone, 
you do such a terrific job.  My thanks and love to all.  

Our next hosting week will be December 11.                               Betty 

Announcements & Events 

Memorial Garden with Columbarium Committee (MGCC) 

At both our September and October meetings, we were really able to feel the momentum! Minor adjustments 
made to the final rendering allowed the technical drawings to be completed; we received them last week. Tech-
nical drawings as well as architectural drawings are necessary for inclusion with materials requested for the city’s 
planning/zoning boards. So, we had an initial meeting with an architect in late September. Now both types of 
drawings are in process. 

City representatives, including the Mayor, have walked the courtyard property with several MGCC members.      
Preliminary drawings and plans were available to them.  They were very impressed with the amount of detail and 
effort which has already been accomplished. 

Specific forms and registration materials are required by both the city of Tallmadge and the state of Ohio 
(Department of Commerce).  We have them in our possession; a subcommittee will diligently complete and send 
them as appropriate.  

We adjusted our timeline to reflect the 90-120 days needed for the city’s approval process.  Following that, we will 
place our specific order with Eickhof Columbarium, Inc.  Their lead time is 18-20 weeks: about 10 weeks to procure 
the granite and another 8-10 weeks to fabricate, schedule delivery and install.  Dependent upon Ohio’s weather, 
we anticipate beginning construction in the spring.  

We are excited to see our efforts coming together to enable Tallmadge First Congregational Church to complete its 
arc of care.  

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP NOVEMBER MEETING

            all are welcome

  Please join us
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FAITHFUL SERVANTS CARE CENTER NEEDS! 

If you would like to help restock the pharmacy at The Faithful Servants Care Center, our area’s free 
clinic, please purchase: 
 
- small bottles of Tylenol (Acetaminophen), 24-30 count 

- small bottles of Advil or Motrin (Ibuprofen), 24-30 count 

- small bottles of Aleve (Naproxen), 24-30 count 

- allergy or cold or sinus medications 

- Claritin 10mg        

- Flonase Nasal spray 

- steroid creams (anti-itch) like Hydrocortisone 1% 

- Nystatin cream (Mycostatin) 

- Athlete's foot cream (Clotrimazole 1%) 

- Miralax 

We cannot accept open or expired items.  Bring the new items to the November 14
th
 WNI meeting, 

or drop off on Sunday mornings at the window to the office.  Thank you very much! 

SAVE THE DATE- WNI -NOVEMBER 14, 2016 AT 6:30PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL.   

Essential Oils have enhanced lives for thousands of years, offering a variety of benefits from cosmetic and dietary 
purposes to spiritual and religious use.  What in the world are essential oils you ask?  Essential oils are the aromatic, 
volatile liquids that are distilled from plants and can bring health and healing to the body.  Essential oils are nothing 
new…they are mankind’s first means of wellness and in fact, there are over 600 references to them in the Bible.   

Sarah Ickes and Jen Miller, members of this church, will give a presentation featuring “Young Living Essential Oils” 
on Monday, November 14th.  These are therapeutic grade oils that can be diffused, applied topically, sometimes 
ingested and used in aromatherapy. The National Cancer Institute recommends the use of aromatherapy to cancer 
patients.  These oils are so complex that they can reach every part of our bodies on a cellular level within minutes.  
Come join us and learn more about essential oils and how to use them.  Refreshments and child care provided. 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

Quilt for Auction 

 By Women’s Fellowship Quilters  

Queen Size and hand quilted   

Bids start at $950  

with increments of $50 

Bid Numbers available beginning October 16 in Atrium. 

Proceeds to support future kitchen or  sanctuary needs. 
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SENIOR PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE (Update given in Worship on SEPTEMBER 25, 2016) 

Good Morning, 
You are probably asking “What is the Plan?”   In Jeremiah 29:11 it says, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”  The committee looks to 
the future in a state of expectancy and hope for what GOD has in store for First Congregational Church of 
Tallmadge.  My purpose this morning is to share with you a brief summary of the Search and Call process in the 
United Church of Christ.   
 
THE PLAN 
 

We begin each meeting in prayer and devotion – led by our Chaplain – allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us in our de-
liberations. 
 

Just as First Congregational Church is GOD’S Church, so to the Search Committee is really God’s Committee.  A 
search for a new pastor is one of the most spiritual ministries in the church.  A selection of Search Committee mem-
bers is a task that is approached with prayer, wisdom, and sensitivity.  These members have: 

a passionate commitment to God’s church;  
a positive attitude (they hold no grudges);  
the capacity to approach the task with openness, rather than a pre-determined agenda;  
a sense of integrity, trustworthiness and respect for others;  
an ability to be absolutely confidential;  
a capacity to listen, to participate in a group, and to consensus;  
a willingness and are able to make this responsibility a very high priority; 
Involvement in varied aspects of church life.  
 

I would like to introduce you to the members of the committee that you might put faces to names and know a little 
about their relationship to this church. 
 
Norma Bryant,  Norma is married to Bruce and has 2 adult sons.  She retired from First Energy in 2009 and EMERGE 
Counseling Services as a counselor in 2015.  She has been a Stephen Minister for 5 years.  Norma is the Chaplain of 
the Search Committee. 
 
John Byron, John is married to Karen and has two young children, Allison and Andrew.  John is employed by Hudson 
City Schools in the maintenance department.  You all know John as the Director of the Junior Choir. 
 
Ginny Collins, Ginny is married to Mike and they have 2 adult children.  Ginny is a partner with Mike at Manage-
ment Recruiters in North Canton.  She is the current Moderator of the church, was Vice Moderator the past 2 years 
and has served on other board and committees. 
 
Jennifer Hostutler, Jennifer teaches Critical Care Nursing at Kent State University and will receive her Doctorate of 
Nursing in December.  She joined the church 7 years ago.  Jennifer is a member of the Chancel Choir, serves on the 
Board of Music Ministry and the Scholarship Committee. 
 
Tom Kester, Tom has been married to Linda for 45 years and they have 2 adult children.  He recently retired after 42 
years in the printing business.   Tom joined the church in 1970 and with Linda they were youth advisors and joint 
Financial Secretaries of the church.  Tom is the past chair of the Board of Trustees and was a member of search 
committee for the Associate Pastor. 
 
Gary Myers, Gary is married to Carol and is a long time member of the church.  He is currently the Chair of the Staff/
Pastoral Relations Committee and has served on all boards over the years.  Gary retired in 2000 after 46 years with 
Acme Stores where he was Vice President of Operations. 
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Bill Neitz, Bill has been a member of the church all of his life.  He has many memories of worshiping at the Historic 
Church.  Bill is married to Sue and they have 2 adult sons.  He retired after 35 years from the International Union of 
Operating Engineers Local #18,  as an instructor in the apprenticeship program.  Bill has been a member of the 
Boards of Social Action, Deacons and Stewardship.  He is currently on church Birthday Celebration and Endowment 
Committee. 
 
Ann Pertick, Ann was formerly Ann Maddox and has been a member since birth.  She was an active participant in all 
youth events.  She is married to Dan and resides in Brady Lake.  She is Digital Print Manager for Simply Color Lab in 
Akron. Ann is Vice Chair of the Board of Stewardship.  Ann is the secretary of the Search Committee. 
 
Kevin Tanner, Kevin began attending First Congregational in the 7th grade.  He and his wife Sherri were married in 
this sanctuary 30 years ago and they have 2 adult sons.  Kevin is a math teacher at Nordonia High School, and is the 
Chair of the Sound Board Crew.  He was accepted into the Partners in Ministry program earlier this year. 
 
Corbin Wade, Corbin has also attended since birth and many of us have watched him become this awesome young 
man.  He has been very active in all youth activities. Corbin is a recent graduate of Walsh University with a degree in 
Nursing.  He is employed at Akron General/Cleveland Clinic Hospitals. 
 
Riley Williams, Riley is the youth member of the committee.  She is currently a sophomore at Tallmadge High 
School, a soccer player and active in Youth Fellowship.  She participated in the Intergenerational Mission Trip this 
past June to Henderson Settlement. 
 
Sandy Farabee, I am the chair and facilitator of the Search Committee.  My family and I joined the church in 1979.  I 
am a member of the Chancel Choir, the Board of Christian Education and the Scholarship Committee.  I have served 
as church clerk, been on the Board of Trustees and Music Ministry.  I am retired from the Office Admissions at Kent 
State University. 
 
The primary responsibility of the committee is to prayerfully discern the appropriate candidate for the position of 
Senior Pastor when the Rev. Dr. John Schluep retires in June, 2017.  This individual will be called by the congregation 
at a scheduled Congregational Meeting. 
 
 

The committee has met with Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, the Eastern Ohio/Western Reserve Conference/Association Min-
ister. Our initial task is to complete the “Local Church Profile”.  The profile documents the demographics of First Con-
gregational Church, our members, traditions, programs, our community, as well as our vision for the future.  The 
profile will provide interested candidates a clear picture of our church and reflect our uniqueness. 
Upon completion of the Profile, the document will be submitted to UCC Eastern Ohio /Western Reserve Association 
Office.  The Association Office will post the position in all appropriate publications for interested candidates to re-
quest our “Local Church Profile” and submit their Ministerial Profiles to the association.  I will keep the congregation 
informed on a regular basis as to the progress in the Search and Call Process.  The names of candidates or other in-
quiries are held in strict confidence within our committee; we ask you to respect the essential confidentiality of this 
process.   
 
I am grateful to the families of the Search Committee members, who are sharing their loved ones during the search 
process.  I am grateful to the congregation for your patience during this time of search.  I profoundly trust that God 
will guide both, interested candidates and the members of the Search Committee.  I ask that you pray for the com-
mittee regularly and lift us up, that our faith will be increased.  All of us must trust God’s timing in this Search and 
Call, and not our own, that we will be blessed with a wonderful Pastor to guide and serve us as we minister in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
 
Sandy Farabee 
Chair, Senior Pastor Search Committee 
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October  23 Frank & Rebecca Moore 

October  30 Stephen Ministers 

November 6 Mike and Lori Bell 

November 13 James and Kendal Taylor 

November 20 David and Suzanne Kiewit 

November 27 Todd and Amy Sledzik 

 
November 6    Larry Robinson, Gary Marlow, Tim Burns, Chris Bauch 

November 13  Al Lytle, Mark Bowers, Teri Poff, Larry Robinson 

November 20 Larry Robinson, Gary Myers, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu 
Thanksgiving Service  Jane and John Huffman 

November 27 Terri Poff, Ann Emmitt, Bill Emmitt, Gary Marlow  

 

     Altar Flowers 
October 23  Drummond 

October 30  Fordham, Marshall 

November 6  Poff, Green, Cottrill 

November 13 Simmons, Read 

November 20  Peverall 

November 27  Drummond, Haydu 

Worship 
September 25 
8:30 Worship  41 
10:00 Worship  216 
 
October 2 
8:30 Worship 30 
10:00 Worship 157 

 
October 9 
8:30 Worship  
10:00 Worship 182 
 
October 16 
8:30 Worship      32 
10:00 Worship  190 

USHERS 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS  & SILENT AUCTION 

LUNCHEON / SILENT AUCTION 

 

REMINDER:  November 13 will be the spaghetti luncheon and silent auction to aid the Search Committee in their search 
for a Senior Pastor.  Please complete the following form, attach check/cash and return so we can get a count on lunch-
eons.  Don’t forget your auction items – need them as soon as possible….thanks for your participation. 
 

      Jane Huffman (330) 633-9628 

      jhuffman5040@yahoo.com 

 
 

NOVEMBER 13, 2016 LUNCHEON/AUCTION 

 

____       Adults Attending ($5 each) 

 

____       Children Attending  ($3 each)  (Under 3 years old free) 

 

   $15      Family of 4 

 

$____      Total Enclosed 

         

RETURN IN COLLECTION PLATE OR TO A COMMITTEE MEMBER;  Jane Huffman, Dee West, Carol and Gary Myers. 

 

__________________________________________ 

                                          (NAMES) 

mailto:jhuffman5040@yahoo.com


 

15 

November 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1 

7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 
12:00 pm Congregators 
6:00 pm Pageant Prac-
tice 

6:30 pm Board       
Meetings 
7:45 pm Executive 
Council 

2 

9:00 am Quilters   

 

 

  

6:30 pm Chancel 
Ringers 

  

3 

10:30 am Women’s 
Fellowship 

 

6:00 pm  Middle 
School Fellowship 

 

7:00 pm  Chancel 
Choir 

4 

 

5 

  

  

6      
8:10  Prayer Chain 

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 am Sunday School—all  
ages 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Linger Longer 

 
11:15 am Rake & Run 

 

6pm  WJHM 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Herit-
age 

8  

 ELECTION DAY 

 

7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 

 

 

6:00 pm Pageant Prac-
tice 

 

 

9 

  9 Quilters 

 

2 pm Stephen    
Leaders 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 

 

6:30  Stephen     
Ministry 

10 

 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

11 

 

12 

 

13  PLEDGE SUNDAY 

8:30 am  Worship 

9:00  am  Sunday School-all 
ages 

10 am Worship 

 

11:15 am  

 Auction /Spaghetti Dinner 

 

3:30 pm   Senior High & Mid-
dle School Fellowship 
BROOMBALL 

14 

 

6:30 pm WNI  
Program 

 

7:00 pm  Yarn-
ing for Peace 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

 

15 

7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 

 

 

6:00 pm Pageant Prac-
tice 

 

6 pm   Card     Making 

 

 

16 

 9 Quilters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Chancel    
Ringers 

 

17 

 

 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

8:30 am   Worship 

9:00 am   Sunday School –all 
ages 

10:00 am  Worship 

11:15 am  SPCM 

 

6:00 pm  WJHM 

7:00 pm Thanksgiving Service 

21 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

22  7: 00 am Bible 
Study Bagnoli’s 

 

 

6 pm Pageant Practice 

 

23 

9 Quilters 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 

 

24 

 

 

Happy            
Thanksgiving 

 

 

25 
 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

27 
 8:30 am  Worship 
9:00 am  Sunday School—all 
ages 
10:00 am  Worship 
11:00 am   Linger Longer 

28 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

29 

7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 

 

11 Alzheimer’s       
Caregivers support 
group 

30    9 Quilters 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 

 

6:30 Stephen     
Ministry 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Janet McCaulley   330-633-3775 
   Barbara Rowles                      34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Beth Loresch  Administrative Coordinator    bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cathie Lojkovic  Communications Coordinator   cathiefcc@gmail.com 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Choir Director / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Teresa Snyder  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Steve Ristich  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Zachary Brown  Sunday Custodian 

DATE: October 19, 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

